
 

Questions? 
Cindy Chin, Senior Research Analyst, Standards and Measurement, (212) 825-1262 or cchin@corporatephilanthropy.org     

Corporate Giving Standard: Sample Completed Survey, 2011 Contributions 
 

 
OVERVIEW 
This document is a training tool for companies participating in the Corporate Giving Standard (CGS) 
survey. While all of the data is fictional, this sample survey is intended to be a realistic example of how an 
actual company might complete the CGS survey.  
 
DATA SHARING 
No one at another company can log into the CGS system and see your company’s survey response in its 
entirety. However, the system does allow survey participants at different companies to choose to share 
their responses to certain questions, thus allowing for benchmarking against other companies’ data. 
CECP encourages companies to share as many survey responses as reasonably possible. It is important 
to remember that the CGS is a password-protected environment accessible only by corporate survey 
participants and not by the media, academia, non-profit organizations or any other public non-participant. 
However, to accommodate the possibility of some answers requiring confidentiality, the CGS offers 
question-by-question control over which data points are sharable.  
 
If a company elects to share all of its survey responses, then it may indicate this preference up front, in 
Question A1, eliminating the need to answer “yes” with respect to each question thereafter. If a company 
prefers to decide on a question-by-question basis, it may indicate its individual preferences by checking 
(or not checking) the box after each incidence of the question “Willing to share this information with other 
users?”  

o Putting a checkmark in the box indicates that YES, you will allow other CGS survey respondents to 
view your answer to this question. A checkmark also indicates that you are willing for all of your 
company’s responses to this question over the years to be shared. 

o Leaving the box unchecked indicates that NO, you will not allow other survey respondents to view 
your company’s response to this question. However, your company’s giving information will 
nevertheless be included in all totals in the reporting module (e.g., aggregate, industry, peer group). A 
“no” indication applies to that question for all years for which your company has supplied data. 

 
CONSOLIDATED FIGURES. The CGS often asks for figures to be broken down (such as “domestic” vs. 
“international”). In case you are unable to provide a specific breakdown, some questions offer the option 
to include a total in the “consolidated” field and “NA” in the detail fields.  
 
UNAVAILABLE DATA: $0 VS. “NA” The survey does not allow you to answer “I don’t know” to any 
question and it does not allow you to provide a partial answer by leaving some fields empty. Therefore, 
there are three options to respond to questions for which you have neither data nor a reasonable 
estimate: 

o Enter “NA” to indicate that the question (or field within a question) is not applicable to your 
organization. 

o Enter “$0” to indicate that the question (or field within a question) applies to your organization, but 
that you did not give funds in that area during this survey year. 

o If you come across a question for which you have neither data nor a reasonable estimate, you may 
simply bypass it, leaving all fields in the question blank. This is the equivalent to entering “NA” in 
every field in the question. 

 
“NOTES” FIELDS. Every survey question has a text area in which you may enter notes. Your remarks in 
these fields will not appear anywhere in the reporting system; they are visible only to your own company’s 
employees. These notes are saved each year, so CECP recommends using the space to record useful 
information for those who will be answering the survey in the future: remarks explaining calculations, 
identifying data sources, etc. 
 
 
























































